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'  ''^  Spanish  pickled  clite  estimate  substantially  larger  ■ 

By  If.  R.  Schreiber, Agricultural  Economist 

Production  of  pickled  olives  in  Spain  is  estimated-  at  62,400  short  tons  in 
1946,  compared  .with  30,300  tons  '(revised-)  in  1945  and  23,000  tons  in  1944.  The 
crop  is  the  largest  since  1941-42.    The.  preliminary  estimate  exceeds  the  5-year 
(1940-44)  average  of  29,100  tons  "oy  114  percent  and'  the  10-year  (1935-44)  average 
of  28,700  ton's  "by  117  percent.  "  '■  * 

In  terms. of  hogshead  this  season's  indicated  production  is  70,000  for  Queens 
and  60,000  for  Manzanilla  which  may  be  compared -with  27,280  hogshead  of*  Queens 
and  35,900  Manzanilla  during  the  1945-46  season.'    It  is  now  -thought  that  of  the 
total  output  63,000  hogshead  of  Queens  and  54,000  hogshead  of  Manzanilla  will  be 
of  suitable  grade  and  quality  for  export  to  the  United  States  and  Canada.*  The 
final  data,  on  the  1945-46  pack  show  that  of  the  total  21,000-  hogshead  -of  Qjieens 
and  28., 720  hogshead  of  Manzanilla  were  of  suitable  grade  and  quality-  for  export 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada..    A  hogshead  of  pickled  olives  rep  resents  160 
United  States  "gallon  or  960  United  States  pound's.  ■  -  '■ 

SPAIN:    Estimated  production  of  pickled  olives, 
1946-47  with  comparisons 
"  '  *  (Rounded  to  nearest  100  short  tons)   ■  J_ 


Year 


Averages 
1940-41/1944-45 
1935-36/1944-45 
Annual 

1940-  41 

1941-  42 

1942-  43 

1943-  44 

1944-  45 

1945-  46  a/ 

1946-  47  b/ 


Queens 


Short 
•tons 


15,300 
15,100 

5 , 800 
33,400 

2,800 
21,100 

3,600 
13,100 
33,600 


Manzanillas 


tens 


13,800 
13,600 

11,300 
25,900 
5,600 
11,800 
14,400 
17*200 
28,800 


Total 


Sho  rt 
''••tons 


29,100 
28,700 

17,100 
64,300 
8,400 
32,900 
23,000 
30,300 
62,400 


Compiled  from  trade  and  official  sources. 

cj    Preliminary  -  revised.  b/    Preliminary  estimate. 
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G-rowing  conditions  throughout  most  of  the  area  were  unusually  favorable. 
A  little  more  rain  in  some  sections  would  have  increased  the  crop.  Quality 
of  the  new  crop  pack  is  reported  as  average  or  better. 

Minimum  export  prices  were  issued  November  13,  1946  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  G-rupo  de  Aceitunas  de  Verdeo  at  Seville  as  follows: 


'A  decree  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  containing  18  articles, 
dated  August  28,  1946  was  published  in  the  "Boletin  Oficial  del  Estado"  of 
September  7,  1946,  pages  6744—45,  as  follows: — nthe  growers  and  picklers  of 
green  olives  for  table  use  may  pickle  fine  and  semi-fine  Manzanilla,  Moron, 
Eapazalla,  and  Queen  olives  which  they  acquire  in  the  Provinces  of  Seville, 
Cordoba,  Malaga,  and  Badajoz.    Queen  olives  may  be  acquired  from  the  remain- 
ing Provinces,  but  it  is  indispensable  for  their  transportation  that  they 
be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  principal  agronomical  office  in  the 
Province  in  which  they  are  cultivated.    Under  the  same  condition  with 
respect  to  certification,  fine  and  semi-fine  Manzanilla  olives  from  the 
Provinces  of  Cadiz  and  Huelva  may  also  be  pickled. 

"In  all  the  Spanish  olive  growing  zone  the  remaining  varieties  of 
olives  may  also  be  pickled,  but  with  limitations  established  elsewhere  in 
the  decree. 

"The  minimum  price  for  Queen  olives,  sound,  and  of  sizes  not  smaller 
than  130  olives  to  a  kilogram  (2.2046  pounds),  will  be  80  pesetas  for  50 
kilograms  (approximately  40  U.S.  cents  per  gallon).     Sound,  fine  Manzanilla 
olives  of  a  size  not  smaller  than  320  olives  to  a  kilogram  (2.2046  pounds) 
will  be  110  pesetas  for  50  kilograms  (approximately  55  U.S.  cents  per  gallon). 
Both  prices  are  for  olives  placed  at  the  warehouse  of  the  buyer. 

"The  other  varieties  of  olives,  the  pickling  of  which  is  authorized, 
will  be  contracted  for  freely.    Nevertheless,  if  required  by  the  trade, 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  the  proposal  of  the  "Sindicato  Vertical  del 
Olivo"  may  also  establish  minimum  selling  prices  for  these  varieties. 

"The  'Sindicato  Vertical  del  Olivo'  will  collaborate  with  other  com- 
petent organizations  in  observation  of  the  qualities  of  the  pickled  olives 
exported  in  order  to  confirm  that  the  varieties  are  precisely  those  men- 
tioned in  the  contracts  with  foreign  firms,  which  varieties  may  not  be 


Dollars  per  fanega 
(16VU.S.  Gal,) 


Queen  olives,  first  quality,  unpitted 
Queen  olives,  second  quality,  unpitted 
Queen  olives,  first  quality,  stuffed 
Manzanilla  olives,  first  quality,  unpitted 
Manzanilla  olives,  first  quality,  stuffed 
Pitted  olives,  Queen  and  Manzanilla 
Broken  olives,  Queen  and  Manzanilla 
Ripe  olives,  "Moradas" 


$28.00 
26.00 
38.00 
28.00 
38.00 
30.00 
15.50 
26.00 
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others  than  those  authorized  for  exportation  to  each  country.1* 

There  is  usually  published,  each  year  about  the  same  time  as  the  decree 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  a  regulation  by  the  provincial  ©live 
Syndicate  giving  the  conditions  for  the  exportation  of  table  olives,  in- 
cluding the  minimum  export  prices.     So  far  this  has  not  yet  been  published 
for  1946-47.    As  noted  in  the  preceding  section,  however,  minimum  export 
prices  have  been  made  known  to  the  exporters,  and  in  clarification  of 
the  decree  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  August  28,  1946  the  "Sindicate 
Vertical  del  Olivo"  published  a  note  in  "El  Corrco  de  Andalucia"  in  Seville 
on  September  21,  1946  to  the  effect  that  upon  consultation  with  its  office 
in  Madrid  it  had  ascertained  that  in  the  Provinces  of  Seville,  Cordoba, 
Malaga,  Jadajoz,  Huelva,  and  Cadiz  no  other  varieties  than  the  Queen,  fine 
and  semi-fine  Manzanilla,  Moron,  and  Rapazalla  olives  may  be  pickled,  these 
classes  also  being  the  only  ones  which  may  be  exported.  Notwithstanding 
this  general  statement  about  exportation  it  is  believed  that  exportation 
to  the  Unitei  States  and  Canada  will  be  confined,  at  least  theoretically, 
to  first  grade  plain  and  stuffed  Queen  olives,  second  grade  plain  Queen 
olives,  and  first  grade  ("fina11)  plain  and  stuffed  Manzanilla  olives. 

Of  interest  to  American  "buyers  the  1946  decree  differs  from  that 
regulating  the  1945  crop  in  that  last  year  pickling  of  Manzanilla  olives' 
of  three  grades  (fine,  semi-fine,  and  course  ,rbasta1T)  was  permitted,  while 
this  year  pickling  is  confined  to  two  grades;  (fine  and  semi-fine).  A 
liberal  interpretation  of  semi-fine  Manzanilla  olives  includes  nho j iblancasfl 
so  unless,  as  in  previous  years,  a  specific  ruling  is  made  about  the 
exportation  of  "ho jiblancasrt  this  inferior  and  cheaper  type  olive  will 
probably  "fee  exported. 


"UNITED  STATES:  Total  imports  of  pickled  olives 
 (Bounded  to  nearest  1,000  gallons)  


Calendar 

t      Pitted  or 

Unpitted 

Total 

year 

;  stuffed 

(in  brine) 

:         1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

Averages 

gallons 

:  gallons 

!  gallons 

1941-45 

t  4,616 

3,091 

!  7,707 

1936-45 

;         3,938  : 

3,170 

;  7,108 

Annual 

1943 

:  5,162 

1  3,534 

8,696 

1944 

:  5,168 

4,654 

:  9,822 

1945 

:  6,966 

2,300 

t  9,266 

1946  aj 

:  7,762 

:  2,451 

10,213 

Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States, 
and  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
a/    Eleven  months,  January  through  November  1946. 


